Dear Dave, 1/28/91 

I was so busy today making trips to get copies made, ^.aifing for some and fayrfvg r 
having to return for others that had to be done by hand that I forgot to clip a Wash- 
ington Post story for you. It was by -^ob Woodward, who has good sources. This sometimes 
means people who prefer to leak to him or think his by-line will geg the story a better 
pla]}/ and will be better received by readers. If you did not hear it on radio or TV news 
the thrust is that we have done nych less harm to Saddam Hussein than has been officially 
reported. 65/*> of the air fields are operational, for example. This is a tribute to their 
engineers. They have made rapid repairs. What he wrote about the Scud launchers comes 
to a greater than admitted capacity for launching them, from both fixed and mobile 
launchers. T|ie reduced number of them in recent days makes me wonder if he is using the 
nights to move them to hit a different part of Israel. 

Perhaps bearing on this is the mystery of the aviation. We were tfld that the 
first seven were defectors. In a short time there are about 100 now in Iran. What I think 
reporters, commentators and official analysts have missed in this is that it followed 
immediately on Iran s announcement that it would join Saddam i^, Israel gets into the 
war. If Iran gets into the war its promise to keep those planes and their pilots until 
the war is over is no longer applicable. 

and they seen to be the best planes in Saddam's air force. 

Wnder any circumstances ita appears to be strange that these two recent enemies 
who fought so long and costly a war could have any such amicable arrangement, whatever it 
may be, I can't picture Saddam giving them all away and I can’t picture Iran taking them, 
rather giving them sanctuary, without something in it for Iran. I therefore think it is NoT 
n±fct impossible that those two have something in view. 

Now if you go back to Iran's statement that it will enter the war if Israel does, 
visualizing as I do that any retaliation against Saddam could be considered entering the 
war, it is possible to think that maybe they have something in mind. 

Like what they d tell their people is aiioly war although it cj?uld to them have 
other objectives. 1 

Whether oi not Saddam can deliver chemical/bacteriologisal warheads on a Scud, 
he can deliver them by a plane or two. All it requires is a pilot or pilots willing to 
die^, like a k a m ikaze, and flight over Jordan or Syria. 

So much is abnormal about this business it 3et me to wondering. 

X donlt think that the military ^>uld have leaked such a story to Woodward. So, X 
am inclined to think that it was someohe in the Congress who is deeply concerned. 

d 11 be mailing about a pound and a half of paper to you in the morning. 

Do you have Sy Hersh's The Target Is Destroyed? * Jl est to you all, 

Lil picked it up for me and I've read it. HcUrory's / / ,/ 

also have a small remainders department. That is where / £t /p 

I got The Pledge for you. H's book is on the Korean ' 

007 plane case. 



